WELCOME!
We’re so glad you’re joining The City and we would love to give you a
quick introduction to what you can do in The City.

Why is it called The City?

The name, The City, comes from the Bible’s book of Matthew, where Jesus tells his
followers, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew
5:14). So, it’s not just a catchy name, it’s a reminder of who God’s people are and what
we are called to do.

What is there to do in The City?

Plenty! We’ll walk through some of the basics like customizing your personal settings,
getting connected to other people, and joining groups, then you’ll be ready to dive
deeper as you explore The City for yourself!

Why join The City?

The people and groups in The City are the people and groups who make up our
church. Every part of The City is designed to lead our church into deeper community
with tools that build connection and encourage growth as we share the light of Jesus
with each other and the world.

1 Complete your settings
The City is all about real relationships, not
anonymity. When you complete your profile, you
make it easier for others to find you, communicate
with you, and get to know you better.
Be sure to upload a picture of your very own face so
that people can recognize you in the real world.

2 Connect with people.
Old friend or new acquaintance, The City can help
you find and connect to people in our church.
Send private emails to people you need to communicate with directly. Simply click
write a message, then type in the name of the person.
People you add as friends in The City can see and respond to your status updates,
and you can see and respond to theirs. You can even push your City status updates to
Facebook and Twitter, and pull your tweets into The City by using #tc.

3 Join groups.
Groups in The City help you stay connected to the daily life of our church, grow deeper
in community, and be more effective in the mission.
You can use search to find a group, check out groups your friends are in, or ask a
leader at church for help finding a group to join!

4 Dive deeper
• Use the Growth tools to grow spiritually

From journal to stories to finding opportunities to serve others, The City's Growth
menu gives you several personal tools to help you grow in relationship to God.
While these tools are largely private, you can choose to share some things publicly
as an encouragement to others.

• Gather in prayer with others, at any time

When you or someone else in your group posts a prayer request, everyone in the
group will be notified, encouraging prayerful response in real time. And when you

respond to a prayer, it will be added to your personal prayer list, so you can keep
up to date with all the requests you're praying over.

• Organize help to meet a need

When someone you know is in need, The City makes it easy for you to organize help.
Just post a need in your group to let everyone know what they can do to help out.
When people respond, they can update the need to indicate which part they will
play.

• Plan an event and invite people

Bible study? Housewarming? Birthday party? Use The City to plan events and invite
everyone in your group. You can even share events with other groups or publish
them to the Plaza so that people outside our City can RSVP using their Facebook
credentials.

• Stay connected throughout the week
• Use status updates to let all your friends know what's happening in your life. You
can even push your City status updates to Facebook and Twitter, and pull your
tweets into The City by using #tc.
Post a topic to extend group discussion beyond weekly meetings.
Use The City App when you're on the go.

• Keep in the loop through email

The City lets you customize the email settings for your groups, so you never have to
miss out on what's happening. You can even respond directly to City posts from your
email account.

Need help?
If you're ever unsure of how to do
something in The City, you can click the
Help link (in the upper-right of every page
of The City). For questions specific to our
church, just click Ask a church leader for
help!» to begin a message with one of
our leaders. If you have a more technical
question, click browse The City help
resource where you can search The City's
knowledge base.
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News Feed Right in the middle of your home page is your News Feed, which
gives you all the news from the groups you belong to and the people you’re
connected to. Select one of the tabs to filter your News Feed.
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Messages Don't know someone's email address? No problem. Just write them a
message in The City, and they'll get an email. You can add multiple people to
the same message, too, and The City will keep the whole conversation
organized for you on your Messages page.

3

Calendar There are all sorts of great things going on around the church. To stay
in the loop and get involved, keep an eye on your calendar tab. The blue circle
will show you how many upcoming events you haven't responded to, and you
can click the tab to view event details and RSVP. The City will even send you a
reminder before each event you're planning to attend.
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Groups So much of church life happens in the context of groups, and the groups
menu gives you quick access to all the groups you're in. When you want to plan
a group event, start a discussion, organize help for someone in need, call
people to prayer, or share some pictures, you can do it all right in The City.
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Friends The City makes it easy for you to keep up with what's going on in the
lives of your friends. Just use the Search tool to find people you know and r
request they add you as a friend. When they accept, they'll be added to your
friends page, and you'll see their status updates in your News Feed (and
they'll see yours).
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Account Settings Click account settings to update your Account and Profile
information, add your Family relationships, update your Contact Information, or
select Skills you possess. You can also configure all your personal and group
Notification settings here, too.
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Search If you're looking for anything in The City, this is the place to go. Just type
in what you're looking for—names of people you know, groups you're interested
in, that amazing potato salad recipe someone posted last summer, anything—
and The City will help you find it.
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Reminders The reminders panel is always waiting for you with important
notifications, like invitations to join a group or a friend request.

